
BEST PLACE FOR
BREAKFAST
HCracker Barrel
• Judy’s Castle
• Waffle House

BEST PLACE FOR LUNCH
HCambridge Market and 
Cafe

• Buckhead Cafe
• Griff’s Deli

BEST CASUAL DINING
HMariah’s
• Rafferty’s
• Buckhead Cafe

BEST FINE DINING
H The Brickyard
• 440 Main
• The Bistro

BEST ROMANTIC

RESTAURANT
HThe Brickyard
• The Bistro
• 440 Main

BEST PLACE FOR FAMILY
FRIENDLY DINING
HCracker Barrel
• O’Charley’s
• Ryan’s Buffet

BEST PLACE FOR CHEAP
EATS
HWendy’s
• Taco Bell
• McDonald’s

BEST RESTAURANT
OVERALL
HMariah’s
• Montana Grill
• Longhorn Steakhouse

BEST RESTAURANT
SERVICE

(Waiters/Waitresses)
HRafferty’s
• Montana Grill
• O’Charley’s

BEST PLACE FOR A
BURGER AND FRIES
HCulver’s
• Steak ‘n Shake
• Wendy’s

BEST PLACE FOR
BARBEQUE
HSmokey Pig
• Split Tree
• Jimmy Diemer

BEST PLACE FOR PIZZA
HPizza Hut
• Mancinos
• Papa Johns

BEST PLACE FOR A STEAK
HLonghorn

• Outback
• Montana Grill
• Lone Star

BEST PLACE FOR FISH
HRed Lobster
• Catfish House
• Captain D’s

BEST PLACE FOR CHICKEN
HZaxby’s
• Chick-Fil-A
• KFC

BEST PLACE FOR WINGS
HBuffalo Wild Wings
• Zaxby’s
• Toot’s

BEST PLACE FOR A SALAD
HRafferty’s
• Mariah’s
• O’Charley’s
BEST PLACE FOR
SANDWICHES

On the following pages, you’ll find the results of the 
Best of Bowling Green 2009.

In August, readers of the Daily News and the Amplifier were invited to nominate their favorites in over
100 categories. In September, the top three (or more in cases of ties) nominees in each category were
then voted on by the readers to determine the best.

The Best of Bowling Green is not scientific and does not pretend to be. It is offered for entertainment purposes only.



HCambridge Market and
Cafe
• Linzie’s Exceptional 
Sandwiches

• Griff’s Deli

BEST PLACE FOR ICE
CREAM
HChaney’s Dairy Barn
• Bruster’s
• Baskin-Robbin’s

BEST PLACE FOR ASIAN
FOOD (Chinese, Japanese,
Thai, etc)
HShogun
• Kyoto
• Yuki
• Samurai

BEST PLACE FOR
MEDITERRANEAN FOOD 
(Italian, Greek, Bosnian, etc)
HThe Brickyard
• The Bistro
• Anna’s Greek

BEST PLACE FOR MEXICAN
/ HISPANIC FOOD

HPuerto Vallarta
• El Mazatlan
• Pepper’s

BEST BUFFET
HRyan’s
• Beijing
• Country Mill

BEST BAKERY
HRiley’s Bakery
• Panera Bread
• Great American Donut Shop

BEST CATERER
HCambridge Market & Cafe
• Sugar Bakers
• Thompson’s Food Service
• Elegant Occasions

BEST DENTIST
HEli Jackson
• Michael A. Howell
• Barry Sears
• Michael W. Howell

BEST PHYSICIAN
HJack Glasser
• Tim Long
• Diego Mastronardi

BEST PEDIATRICIAN
HKelly Kries





• Pippa Pinkley-Stewart
• Kevin Kelly

BEST EYE DOCTOR
HRobert Duvall
• Tammy Love
• Trina Warden

BEST PLACE FOR LASIK
HDowning-McPeak
• Jennifer Wentworth
• Rynerson Vison Care

BEST DRUG STORE
HWalgreens
• Sheldon’s Express
• CVS

BEST HEALTH CLUB OR
PLACE TO WORKOUT /
EXERCISE
HBowling Green Athletic
Club
• Total Fitness Connection
• Hot Yoga

BEST PERSONAL TRAINER
HTony Bishop
• Kathy Perry
• David Nuckols
• Linda Cantrell
BEST PLACE FOR A
MASSAGE

HSun Suites Salon and Spa
• Bella Salon and Spa
• Salon Panache and Spa

BEST PLACE FOR MARTIAL
ARTS INSTRUCTION
HJeremy Black Tae Kwon
Do
• Marty Eubanks
• East West Kung-Fu

BEST PLACE TO HELP YOU
LOSE WEIGHT
HWeight Watchers
• Total Fitness Connection
• Hot Yoga

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
HJohn Erskine
• Mark Woodward
• Brandon Crouch

BEST RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY
HChandler Park Assisted
Living
• Bowling Green Retirement 
Village

• Village Manor

BEST AUCTIONEER
HKen Byrd



• Joe Houchens
• Danny Howell

BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT
HStacey Fergerson
• Jeremy Dawson
• Greg Worthington

BEST PLUMBER
HRaymond Hymer
• Millard Martin
• Hiller Plumbing
• Joe Walton

BEST LANDSCAPER
AND/OR LAWN SERVICE
HA Cut Above
• Top Cut Lawn Service
• Scott Franklin

BEST PLACE FOR LAWN
EQUIPMENT SALES &
SERVICE
HLowes
• Faxons Outdoor Power
Equipment
• Hartland Equipment

BEST PEST CONTROL
SERVICE

HToby’s Pest Control
• Guarantee Pest Control
• AA Rid-All Pest Control
• Wheeldon Pest Control

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER /
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
HKent Bryant Photography
• Graham Photography
• Lori Dawson Photography

BEST PLACE FOR CUSTOM
FRAMING
HHobby Lobby
• Deck the Walls
• BJ Gallery
• Barbara Stewart Interiors

BEST PLACE TO BUY
BEAUTY SUPPLIES /
COSMETICS
HSally Beauty Supply
• Bella Salon and Spa
• Dillards

BEST HAIR SALON
HBella Salon and Spa
• Friendz
• Salon Panache

BEST BARBER SHOP
HSports Cuts



• Paul’s Barber Shop
• Hair Den
• McKinney’s Barber Shop

BEST MANICURE /
PEDICURE
HBella Salon and Spa
• Foxy Nails
• Friendz

BEST TANNING SALON
HExpress Tan
• Sun Tan City
• No Lines Tanning

BEST FLORIST
HDeemers
• Flowers by Shirley
• The Bouquet Shop

BEST VETERINARIAN
HSnodgrass Veterinary Medical 
Center

• All Creatures Animal
Hospital
• Greystone Pet Hospital
• Westgate Veterinary
Hospital

BEST PLACE FOR PET
SERVICES (boarding, train-

ers, groomers, etc)
HDogs Day Out
• A Cut Above Pet Salon
• Masters Kennels

BEST BANK OR CREDIT
UNION
HUS Bank
• South Central Bank
• Service One Credit Union

BEST PLACE FOR A
MORTGAGE / LOAN
HUS Bank
• South Central Bank
• Service One Credit Union

BEST PLACE FOR
INVESTMENTS (stocks,
mutual funds, 401-k, IRA,
etc)
HUS Bank
• BB&T
• Allstate Family Protection

BEST INSURANCE AGENCY
HState Farm
• KY Farm Bureau
• Allstate

BEST ATTORNEY / LAWYER
HBrian Schuette



• Matt Baker
• Walter Hawkins
• Dennie Hardin

BEST DRY CLEANER
HBig B
• Hinton’s
• Look Sharp

BEST PLACE FOR AN OIL
CHANGE
HValvoline Express
• Mark Muffler
• Midas
• Firestone

BEST AUTO SERVICE SHOP
HGary Force
• B&B Tire
• Midas

BEST PLACE TO GET YOUR
CAR WASHED
HWaterworks
• Regal Tender Touch
• Speedwash

BEST TRAVEL AGENCY
HAAA
• Paradise Vacations
• Let’s Travel
BEST PLACE TO HAVE A
BUSINESS MEETING

HKnicely Center
• University Plaza / Sloan
Convention Center

• Mariah’s

BEST PLACE FOR
CREATIVE SUPPLIES 
(craft, art, scrapbooking,
etc)
HHobby Lobby
• Parent-Teacher Store
• Crafty Hands

BEST PLACE FOR MUSIC
SUPPLIES / SERVICES
(studios, instruments, etc)”
HRoyal Music Company
• Kentucky Music Company
• Musician’s Pro

BEST LOCAL PLACE FOR
HARDWARE / LUMBER
HAce Hardware
• Hill-Motley
• MidSouth Lumber

BEST PLACE TO BUY
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
HCapitol Window and Door
• Window World
• Window City

BEST PLACE TO BUY





CARPET AND/OR TILE
HShop at Home Carpet
• Grinstead’s
• Just Tile It

BEST PLACE TO BUY
GARDENING SUPPLIES /
PLANTS
HLowes
• Schott Gardens
• Ace Hardware
• Warden & Co Garden
Center

BEST POOL/SPA STORE
HAqualand
• Pool and Spa Depot
• Joe’s Pools

BEST PLACE TO RENT
VIDEOS/DVDS
HFamily Video
• RedBox
• Hollywood Video
• More Than Video

BEST CONSIGNMENT /
VINTAGE SHOPPING
HBeverly Hills Boutique
• Lulu’s
• Michelle’s

BEST PLACE TO BARGAIN

SHOP
HTJ Maxx
• Beverly Hills Boutique
• Goodwill

BEST PLACE FOR CELL
PHONES/SERVICE
HAT&T
• Bluegrass Cellular
• T-Mobile

BEST FURNITURE STORE
HFord’s Furniture
• Ashley Home Center
• Thorton Furniture

BEST PLACE FOR HOME
ACCESSORIES
HHobby Lobby
• Kirkland’s
• Ford’s Furniture

BEST PLACE TO BUY
BEDDING / MATTRESSES
HTrent Bedding
• Bandy Bedding
• Ford’s Furniture

BEST GIFT STORE
HHeartstrings
• Hallmark Gold Crown
• Barbara Stewart Interiors
BEST JEWELRY STORE





HMorris Jewelry
• Kay Jewelers
• Jewelry Barn

BEST PLACE FOR MEN’S
CLOTHING
HKohls
• Dillards
• Golden Farley

BEST PLACE FOR
WOMEN’S CLOTHING
HKohls
• Dillards
• Talbots

BEST PLACE FOR KIDS’
CLOTHING
HKohls
• The Children’s Place
• Chatters
• Gymboree

BEST PLACE TO BUY
SHOES
HShoe Carnival
• Hyder’s Shoes
• Kohls
• Dollar Brothers

BEST PLACE TO BUY

SPORTING GOODS
HDunham’s Sports
• Nat’s Outdoor Sports
• Duke’s Sporting Goods

BEST PLACE TO GET WKU
MERCHANDISE
HWKU Bookstore
• Blue Cotton
• University Textbook and
Supply

BEST PLACE TO BUY A
NEW CAR
HGary Force
• Campbell
• Jim Johnson

BEST PLACE TO BUY A
PRE-OWNED VEHICLE
HGary Force
• Campbell
• Jim Johnson

BEST PLACE TO BUY TIRES
HB&B Tire
• Big O
• Sikes Tire
• Firestone

BEST GOLF COURSE
HOlde Stone





• Crosswinds
• Indian Hills
• BG Country Club

BEST PLACE FOR A DATE
H440 Main
• BG Ballpark / Hot Rods
• Great Escape
• Entourage

BEST PLACE FOR A FAMILY
OUTING
HJackson’s Orchard
• BG Ballpark / Hot Rods
• Beech Bend
• Lost River Cave

BEST HOTEL
HHoliday Inn University 
Plaza

• Hilton Garden Inn
• Drury Inn

BEST PLACE FOR PARTY
SUPPLIES OR SERVICES
HParty One
• Hobby Lobby
• Dollar Tree

BEST PLACE TO PLAY
BILLARDS

HCue Time
• Southern Lanes
• Checks

BEST SPORTS BAR
HDouble Dogs
• Overtime
• Buffalo Wild Wings

BEST PLACE FOR HAPPY
HOUR
HSonic
• 440 Main / Micki’s
• Double Dogs

BEST NIGHTCLUB / BAR
FOR LIVE MUSIC
H440 Main / Micki’s
• WhaBah
• Entourage
• Fluid

BEST PLACE TO DANCE
HCorvette City Bop Club
• Utley’s
• Entourage
• Fluid

BEST LIQUOR STORE
HChuck Evans



• Shenanigans
• Vette City

BEST MUSEUM / ART
GALLERY
HNational Corvette Museum
• WKU Kentucky Museum
• Houchens Gallery at Capitol
Arts

BEST VISUAL ARTIST
HDavid Jones
• Misha Ambrosia
• Clarke Willey

BEST LOCAL BAND (group)
HSkip Bond and the
Fugitives
• Tyrone Dunn Experiment
• Exit 4

BEST LOCAL MUSICIAN
/SINGER (individuals)
HJon Crosby
• Tyrone Dunn
• Steve Wilson

BEST LIVE CONCERT /
PERFORMANCE VENUE

HDowntown (Fountain /
Circus Squares)
• Capitol Arts Center
• WhaBah

BEST LOCAL RADIO
STATION
H96.7 Beaver
• Sam 100.7
• 107.1 WUHU

BEST LOCAL RADIO 
PERSONALITY
HScooter Davis (96.7)
• Tony Rose (100.7)
• Rockin’ Rhonda (93.3)

BEST LOCAL TV STATION
HWBKO 13
• WNKY 40
• WKYU 24

BEST LOCAL TV 
PERSONALITY
HRadar the Weather Dog
• Chris Allen
• Gene Birk

BEST LOCAL PERFORMER
(actor, actress, comedian,







dancer, etc)”
HBroadway the Clown
• Husky Stache
• Courtney Drott

BEST LOCAL POLITICIAN
HBrett Guthrie
• Mike Buchanon
• Jim DeCesare

BEST CHARITY / NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION
HHumane Society
• Big Brothers Big Sisters
• United Way
• BRASS

BEST BOWLING GREEN
FESTIVAL / EVENT
HConcerts in the Park
• Balloons Tunes & BBQ
• BG International Festival

FAVORITE LOCAL ATHLETE
HKenny Perry
• Corey Hart
• A.J. Slaughter
• Jake Jefferies

BEST LOCAL SPORTS
COACH

HMary Taylor Cowles
• Ken McDonald
• David Elson
• Matt Quatraro

BOWLING GREEN’S BEST
KEPT SECRET
HLost River Cave
• Imagine Cakes & Candies
• Hot Yoga
• Econo Car & Truck Rental




